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Successful RTI/MTSS from Tier 1 
through 4 Requires Everyone. 
Leonora Clarkson 
Director of Student Services 
Butts County School System 
 
Butts County School System 
3 Elementary Schools                                         
1 Middle School 
1 High School 
3,500 Students  
Title 1 District 
All students receive free breakfast and lunch 


Behavior is 
Communication 
Functions of Behavior = Communication 
 Attention  
 Tangible 
 Avoidance 
 Sensory 
 How do you teach? 
Why is important to understand? 
Functions of Behavior 
 Sensory 
 How do I regulate my body in the space surrounding me? 
 Ball Seating 
 Trampoline 
 Jumping 
 Weighted Blanket 
 Movement 
 Chewing Gum 
Adult Behavior 
 How do you change adult behavior? 
What is the function of the adult behavior? 
 
Student Motivation 
What will a teacher say if you ask them-  
How do you motivate students? 
Adult Behavior is what changes-  
 Engagement 
The Motivation Breakthrough       
6 Secrets to Turning on the 
 Tuned-Out Child 
Richard Lavoie 
Universal Screening 
 Academic 
Can’t Do Won’t Do 
 Skill Level  
 Behavior 
 Why??? 
Curriculum Problem 
 Instructional Problem 
 Student Problem 
 
Light Bulb Moment 
Skill Deficit vs Standard Deficit 
Community Resources 
 Telemedicine 
 APEX Grant 
 Counselor in 2 Elementary Schools 
 Risk Assessment - Review 
 iClub 
 Gang Seminar 
 School Mental Health Conference 
 Mental Health First Aid (Georgia State, Center for Leadership in Disability) 
 
Community Resources  
 Collaborative Community 
 Host Adolescent Brain Training 
 
 Headstart 
 School Readiness 
 
Community 
 Working with the community takes time 
 It takes work 
 They speak the same language but it is a foreign language 
 Manifestations 
 Sensory 
Six Critical Components of an RTI Model 
 Universal Screening 
 Baseline data prior to an intervention 
 Measurable definition of problem area 
 Establishment of a WRITTEN plan detailing accountability 
 PROGRESS MONITORING 
 Comparison of pre intervention data to post intervention data for efficacy 
 John McCook 
 
Motivation Assessment Scale 
BBQuIP 
Do we tap into all the resources in our 
school? 
Occupational Therapist- Sensory  
 School Psychologist- They can do more than test 
 School Counselor 
 
Parents 
 How many questions do you ask a parent during a meeting? 
 What should you ask a parent during a meeting? 
Students with Mental Illness 
 How do you determine what behaviors have a function and which are due to mental 
illness? 
 Find out what the student is learning in therapy 
 See if the school can incorporate the behavior skill the student may be learning in therapy 
during the school day 
 The Teachers Guide to Student Mental Health  William Dikel 
If Tier 1 is Solid  
Everything you do in  
Tier 2, 3, and 4….. 
 
Resources 
 PBISworld.org 
 Skillstreaming 
 Core Essentials- Character Education 
 Boys Town Social Skills 
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